
BELLWORK
Find the two clauses in the sentence 
below. Which clause can stand 
alone? Which clause cannot?

It flailed its branches and twisted 
itself around like                                
an enormous                             
octopus, as if it                               
were angry at the                         
world for some                                
reason.



COMPLEX

SENTENCES



CLAUSES

A clause is a group of words 

that has a subject and a 

predicate. One kind of 

clause that you already 

know is a simple sentence. A 

simple sentence has a 

subject and a predicate and 

expresses a complete 

thought.



CLAUSES

A simple sentence that is 

joined to another clause is 

called a main clause, or 

independent clause. When 

you join two independent 

clauses together, you form a 

compound sentence.

indep. clause indep. clause

A tree matures, and it bears fruit.



CLAUSES

A clause that does not 

express a complete thought 

is a dependent clause, or 

subordinate clause.

For example:

When a tree matures,



COMPLEX SENTENCES

A subordinate clause 

depends on an independent 

clause to complete its 

meaning. One or more 

subordinate clauses joined 

to an independent clause 

form a complex sentence.

sub. clause indep. clause

When a tree matures, it bears fruit.



COMPLEX SENTENCES

Subordinate clauses can be 

in different places in a 

complex sentence. Always 

use a comma after a 

subordinate clause that 

begins a sentence. Do not 

use a comma before a 

subordinate clause that ends 

a sentence.



COMPLEX SENTENCES

sub. clause

When you go to the library, read 

about trees.

Read about trees when you go 

to the library.

sub. clause



COMPLEX SENTENCES

Subordinate clauses often 

begin with words like 

although, when, and after. 

Such words that connect 

subordinate clauses to 

independent clauses are 

called subordinating 

conjunctions.



SUBORDINATING

CONJUNCTIONS

after as long as

although as though

as because

as if before

if since

so that than

unless until

when whenever



SUBORDINATING

CONJUNCTIONS

where whereas

wherever while



COMPLEX SENTENCES

You can combine related 

simple sentences with 

subordinating conjunctions 

to form complex sentences.



COMPLEX SENTENCES

Simple Sentences:

All trees produce sap.

Not all sap produces syrup.

Complex Sentence:

Although all trees produce 

sap, not all sap produces 

syrup.



COMPLEX SENTENCES

Different conjunctions 
express different 
relationships:

After I climbed the tree, 
Charles whistled.

Whenever I climbed the tree, 
Charles whistled.

While I climbed the tree, 
Charles whistled.

If I climbed the tree, Charles 
whistled.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

1. Some kinds of trees 

produce rings every year 

whereas other kinds of 

trees do not.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause. 

COMPLEX

1. Some kinds of trees 

produce rings every year 

whereas other kinds of 

trees do not.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

2. Because some trees do not 

produce rings annually, 

their age cannot be 

determined exactly.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

COMPLEX

2. Because some trees do not 

produce rings annually, 

their age cannot be 

determined exactly.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

3. Although no one has 

counted more than 3,200 

rings on a tree, some trees 

may be even older.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

COMPLEX

3. Although no one has 

counted more than 3,200 

rings on a tree, some trees 

may be even older.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

4. The largest trees in the 

world are in California.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

SIMPLE

4. The largest trees in the 

world are in California.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

5. These trees are nearly 

three hundred feet tall 

and thirty-five feet in 

diameter.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

SIMPLE

5. These trees are nearly 

three hundred feet tall 

and thirty-five feet in 

diameter.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

6. The fruit of some trees is 

hard and dry, but the fruit 

of others is soft and fleshy.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

COMPOUND

6. The fruit of some trees is 

hard and dry, but the fruit 

of others is soft and fleshy.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

7. Some fruit weighs as 

much as forty pounds 

while other fruit weighs 

less than an ounce.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

COMPLEX

7. Some fruit weighs as 

much as forty pounds 

while other fruit weighs 

less than an ounce.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

8. The Norway and Japanese 

maples are decorative 

trees.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

SIMPLE

8. The Norway and Japanese 

maples are decorative 

trees.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

9. Since some hard maple 

trees have a beautiful 

grain, they are selected 

for furniture.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

COMPLEX

9. Since some hard maple 

trees have a beautiful 

grain, they are selected 

for furniture.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

10. The wood of soft maples is 

good for small wooden 

articles.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

SIMPLE

10. The wood of soft maples is 

good for small wooden 

articles.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

11. The big-leaf maple can be 

one hundred feet tall, and 

its leaves are sometimes 

one foot wide.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

COMPOUND

11. The big-leaf maple can be 

one hundred feet tall, and 

its leaves are sometimes 

one foot wide.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

12. Although the silver maple 

has beautiful leaves, it is 

susceptible to diseases.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

COMPLEX

12. Although the silver maple 

has beautiful leaves, it is 

susceptible to diseases.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

13. The maple tree has more 

varieties than most people 

imagine.



PRACTICE

Is each sentence simple, 

compound, or complex? 

Identify each subordinating 

conjunction and subordinate 

clause.

SIMPLE

13. The maple tree has more 

varieties than most people 

imagine.



WRITE A TRAVEL GUIDE

On your Bellwork paper, 

write a paragraph for a 

travel guide describing a 

beautiful or interesting 

place you know about or 

have visited. Use one simple 

sentence, two compound 

sentences, and three 

complex sentences.


